Welcome to the new season, where we've already seen a goal that was not given. Was this poor
positioning, lack of concentration or something else?

A perfectly good Crystal Palace goal scored against Bristol City was not seen by the Match Officials.
Does anyone from Sussex feel sorry for Crystal Palace and Neil Warnock? Maybe a few with
allegiances to The Eagles, but surely as impartial enforcers of “Law” and “Fair Play” we all should.
How often do we see a goal that is not contested by a defence claiming for a foul or offside?
Everyone in the ground appeared to accept it was a good goal (Cloughie would have said there is no
such thing as a bad goal, although Arsenal’s first one against Celtic must come close), but still it was
not given. I'm sure you have already debated this with colleagues and will continue to do so at your
Referees’ Association meetings.

Let's make sure it does not happen to us, now is the time to be mentally and physically prepared for
our early matches.

My plea to you all is to read this newsletter, as | travel around the County | am asked a number of
guestions and will happily provide the answers (if | know them). However a number of the answers |
give have appeared in recent editions of the newsletter. ‘

The newsletter is produced for your benefit please read it.
If you don't like It, tell me how it can be improved.

Paul Saunders
Referee Development Officer

Featured in this edition of the Referees’ Newsletter:
@ Is the Respect Programme Working?
RA Recruitment
FAMOA Event
Who is the new Referees’ Central Appointments Officer?
Fit 2 Ref? — Don't Die of Ignorance
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Chairman’s Corner

A few words from the new SCFA Referees’ Committee Chairman...

I would like to welcome you all to a new football season, especially those of you who

are just starting your Refereeing careers.

| would like to say a special thank you to John Burns, who for the last three and a bit seasons has
guided the Referees’ Department through a difficult time; but with the hard work of Paul Saunders
and his team, they have seen us to a stable position.

| wish you all the best for the season ahead, in particular those of you going for promotion. | would
also encourage those of you going for promotion to please read the correspondence sent to you
regarding the promotion criteria. Paul has worked very hard to ensure you all have a level playing
field however you will be required to adhere to this criteria.

Enjoy your refereeing!

Wally Elvin
Referees’ Committee Chairman

Can you raise the Standard of your Misconduct Repor  t Forms?

The SCFA receives dozens of Misconduct Report relating to ‘send offs’ and ‘misconduct after the
match’, occasionally the content of these reports determines whether the individual requests a
‘Personal Hearing'. In other words, the better the standard of your report, the less likely a ‘Personal
Hearing’ will be requested.

We don’t expect all reports to read like essays that have been written by English Teachers. However,
we do expect them to be neat and tidy, spelt correctly and to give relevant detail of the incident.
Some Referees become frustrated with the results of 'Personal Hearings’ do not let the cause of this
be the standard of your report. If you would like some support writing reports, either contact the office
or talk to a senior colleague or member of your Referees Society.

Most common errors are, not clearing all the details of a previous electronic form, which results in
leaving some details of the previous match, such as 3 teams, wrong date, incorrect competition and
the player not playing for the team shown (be aware of scrolling the wheel and changing the team
once highlighted). Also some fields are left blank.

Other errors include using the wrong form. This is usually when a player is cautioned and
subsequently sent off and there is confusion regarding which offence goes on which form.

If the player is cautioned twice, only the Standard Misconduct form should be used for both offences
(as they relate to each other). Neither should appear on the Caution Form.

If the player is cautioned and then sent off for a straight red (sending off) offence, both forms must be

completed. The caution entered on the Caution Form and the send off on N
Caln;-.L_,

the Standard Misconduct Form (as they do not relate to each other). R i o p—

If unsure please phone the SCFA Office for clarification.

Would you like A Guide to Misconduct Report Writing Booklet?

Would you like to improve your misconduct report writing for send off
and misconduct incidents?

If so please contact the Referees’ Department via telephone on
01903 753547 or e-mail Referees@SussexFA.com and ask for a copy
to be sent to you.




s the Respect
Programme working?

Since The FA introduced the Respect Programme 12 months ago, The Sussex County FA has been
working hard to educate everyone involved in football in Sussex. The question is what effect is this
having on our game?

The FA launched the Respect Programme following a national survey of 37,000 people, who were all
involved with some aspect of football either as a player, coach, spectator, administrator, parent or
referee. Of those surveyed 75% wanted the game to improve by removing abuse towards young
players & referees and to have a qualified referee at every match.

The SCFA has continued to provide Referee Courses around the county, training people who wish to
become referees, and this has seen us increase our numbers by 7%, resulting in more matches
being refereed by qualified referees. There are still too many matches that rely on unregistered
individuals picking up the whistle on match day to ensure the participants have a game; to these
individuals we are grateful. If you regularly act as an unregistered referee, why not take the course
and gain the confidence of fully knowing the Laws of the Game? You would not have to commit to
refereeing any more than you already do.

In the past 12 months over 500 referees in Sussex have attended a Referee Respect Workshop, part
of this training included advice on how to recognise and deal with persistent offenders. Figures from
the last two years show that cautions for persistently infringing the Laws of the Game have increased
by 103 from 734 to 837, which appears to reflect this training.

The Respect Programme is not just about referees, although like in a match they are central to its
success, the Respect Programme relies on everyone involved in the sport playing their part. The
Respect Programme is not a quick fix option it is, as the name suggests, a programme over a period
of time, and if we solely rely on referees to implement it, the Respect Programme will take longer to
be as effective.

The SCFA offered its services and was duly invited to a number of League and Club meetings to
offer advice on how to maximise the benefits of the Respect Programme. One of the main areas we
addressed was the player/referee relationship and how this joint respect should improve the
enjoyment of all those involved in the game.

Therefore it is pleasing to note that last season within Sussex:-

Assaults on match officials significantly dropped from 19 to 9.

Improper or insulting behaviour towards match officials dropped from 41 to 29.
The number of people refusing to give a name or gave a false name to the
referee dropped from 22 to 12.

The number of people using offensive, insulting or abusive language or
gestures towards match officials has dropped from 236 to 203.

These figures suggest there has been an improvement in the player/referee relationship, although
some will say just one assault on a referee in a season is one too many, the fact that the numbers in
this crucial area are falling is very encouraging.

So is the Respect Programme working? In Sussex it does seem to be having the right effect, so far.
We now look to build on that momentum, and hope for help from all areas of football in the County to
do so.



TheFA

o ’S NE HOME
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As some of you may already by aware The
Football Association (FA) has moved to a new
Headquarters. The FA spent nearly 9 years
based in the offices at 25 Soho Square, London

but moved to their new home at Wembley
Stadium on the 3 August 2009.

LEVEL &4 FRONOTIONS

The Sussex County Football Association would
like to congratulate the following Referees after
they achieved promotion to Level 4:

Nick Baker
Stuart Green
Martyn Milligan
Mark Parsons
Kevin Roberts

We wish them all the best for the challenges
that lie ahead at their new level.

I

NJURED?

Richard Massimo who is a Chartered
Physiotherapist and is also a member of The
Health Professional Council (HPC) is pleased to
offer his services. Richard has over 14 years
experience treating and rehabilitating all types
of injuries and has worked closely with The
Sussex FA throughout this time.

Richard is pleased to announce that he can
offer Sussex Referees a reduced rate of £20.00
per session (unless you have health insurance).
| am sure you will agree that this is excellent
value if you need to get back onyou feet
quickly.

If you would like further information please go to
www.richardmassimo.co.uk where you will be
able to find out more about Richard’s
background, the treatments he is able to offer
and contact details and directions to his clinic.
Should you need an appointment or would just
like some advice regarding your injuries you

can contact Richard on 07872 928374.
Advert — The SCFA do not recommend or otherwise the
services of any Physiotherapist

SCFA REFEREE TIE

e COMPETITION

Due to popular demand the Referees’ Committee has agreed for a new Referees Tie to be designed.
As so many of you have requested this change, it was decided that you would be given the
opportunity to design the new tie. You can submit your ideas to be judged by the SCFA’s very own
Trinny and Susannah, with the winning designer receiving a prize.

A scarf of the same design will also be made available.

If you would like to enter the competition, please submit your design by the 30™ September 2009 to
the Referees’ Department, either by post (address on front page of Newsletter) or e-malil
Referees@SussexFA.com.




Football Association Match Officials Association

FAMOA Event 2009

TheFA

The Sussex County Football Association would like to formally invite you to the Football Association
Match Officials Association (FAMOA) Event 2009. The event is to be held at Hove Town Hall on
Thursday 26 ™ November 2009 . Doors open from 6:30pm for a 7:00pm start .

After the success of last year's event, and the number €3
of people in attendance, it was decided that this year a
bigger venue was needed to accommodate what we
aim to achieve. We hope as many of you as possible
choose to attend what should be a fun evening!

There is no formal dress code required for attendance
however, smart casual would be appropriate. Parking
will be available in the car park located in Norton Road, " #% 17
opposite the main entrance to Hove Town Hall, where g2 |h
you can park free of charge after 6:00pm.

FAMOA Event 2009

The evening will consist of a presentation from a Key Note Speaker (TBA soon), as well as a football
based quiz, a buffet, annual presentation of the John Woodland Award, and a raffle with prizes
including a signed Brighton & Hove Albion Shirt, with proceeds going to the Brighton Referees’
Society.

Sign a petition... In an attempt to raise the image of Refereeing, and make it a slightly more
appealing proposition for people to become involved in, there will also be the opportunity to sign a
petition, to be sent to The FA, requesting that Match Officials can wear different coloured shirts.

It happens at the top level of the game; so why not at Grassroots? This would also provide a chance
for our existing officials to make a fashion statement and possibly express their own unigue
personalities.

To reserve your place either return the reply slip below to the SCFA Referees Department (address
on the front page of Newsletter) or e-mail Referees@SussexFA.com.

Full details for the event will be sent in due course.

Referees FAMOA Event 2009

Name:

(PLEASE DELETE AS APPROPRIATE)

I WILL / WILL NOT be attending the FAMOA Event 2009 on
Thursday 26 ™" November 2009 at Hove Town Hall

Signed: Date:




Dave Ellmer - Secretary
01273 401801
davejellmer@aol.com

To those colleagues not in membership of the Refere  es Association

As the new season approaches there are number of things that all referees need to do. Often the
most overlooked one is to join their local Referees Society.

There are eight Societies in Sussex and they are Brighton, Chichester & Bognor Regis,
Crowborough, Eastbourne, Horsham, Midhurst, Mid-Sussex and Worthing. Together these make up
the Sussex County Referees’ Association. They meet on a monthly basis throughout the season on a
Monday, Wednesday or Thursday evening. Further details can be found in the SCFA Handbook or
via the SCFA’s website at: www.SussexFA.com.

Whilst | can speculate on why some referees are not members of Association | don’t find myself
agreeing with them. This letter is however, about why you should join us and to this end | have listed
below some of the many benefits of membership.

Advice, encouragement, guidance and support from experienced members who have ‘been
there and done it before’. This is generally given during the monthly gatherings of local
Societies.

Monthly meetings - where local Society members continue their training, meet, socialise and
learn from guest speakers.

Representation — the RA promotes the interests of members with leagues, competitions, County
and National FA’s. In Sussex we have two meetings with the SCFA each season.

RA/FA Magazine — produced as a cooperative venture, full of interesting articles which will help
with your referring.

News Digest — an electronic magazine bringing news of and about the Referees Association.

Annual Conference — this brings together our top referees who deliver presentations and
workshops for the benefit of all referees.

Supplies — offering you the very best in refereeing equipment and ancillary supplies at the best
prices, quality and value.

What will all of this cost me? Whilst each Society’s subscription varies, all charge less than the match
fee for a SCFA Junior Cup match.

So surely now is the time to join your local Society and they all look forward to welcoming you to their
meetings.

Best of luck for the coming season!

L

i



Sussex Eleven on Tour... £=

On a calm Friday evening, a minibus left Withdean Stadium and slowly made its way North towards
Solihull, on board were Members of The SCFA Referees’ Academy. With a speed restricted vehicle
we managed to overtake 4 cars during the 3 hour journey, eventually arriving at St Johns Conference
Hotel for the Referees’ Association Conference and were quickly sent to the four corners of the hotel.

The following morning we met for breakfast and it was not long before lan Blanchard, Senior National
Referee Manager came over to welcome us. We then made our way to the main hall for the Opening
by the RA President David Ellery. The following 16 hours flew by and here are some of the printable
comments:-

| found the whole conference really enjoyable, especially James Harding’s 'Angels' by Robbie
Williams. But for me the most valuable aspect to my refereeing career was the three workshops,
'Offside’ by Mike Mullarkey and Peter Kircup. 'Dealing with confrontation' with Stuart Atwell and
Howard Webb, and finally 'Critical incidents in the penalty area’ with Mike Dean and Steve Bennett.
These workshops showed us not just the Laws of the Game, but the refereeing techniques involved.
Andrew Christian

Thank you for a wonderful trip, one that | won't forget for the rest of my life.
Oscar Cotton

An excellent weekend with lots learnt. All the workshops were really enjoyable and will help me with
my future refereeing. It was also really nice to meet other referees from all over the country and share
different experiences.

Jacob Miles

The weekend was a hugely enjoyable experience with some excellent learning opportunities. An
excellent experience which | would do again anytime.

An excellent group of people to travel with made it even better.

Theo Parfitt

The referee conference was both a unique learning experience and a thoroughly enjoyable weekend
with fellow county referees.
Sami Zeglam

| thought the weekend was valuable to my development and thought it was good fun throughout. |
think that the event is a great opportunity to learn and share experiences with referees from different
levels and counties.

Dan Jeffery

| believe the weekend was a great success. | thank the County FA for making the weekend possible.
It was a valuable weekend for all that attended. | for one am looking forward to next year.
Danny Austin

The presentation by Steve Bennett | thought was fantastic as | had not thought about the use of the
arms/fists and to whether the fist is clenched or not on aerial challenges. The "obvious" one can be
seen but the use of the clenched fist could potentially "decide" the decision for you.

James Harding

| have to say it was good to see the young lads very smart and enjoying themselves!
Janie Frampton

| think it is fair to say that The RA Conference knew we were there, but for all the right reasons.
Although a branded bunch, individual styles were still allowed to shine through.

| note no one brave enough to mention the Wedding Reception or the Select List Group drinking
Champagne in the early hours!

After Sunday morning breakfast a subdued eleven headed South, this time getting into double figures
for the number of cars overtaken.

This event really does highlight The RA and The FA working together for the benefit of all Referees.
| encourage all Referees to join your local Society for support and fun!



Personal Hearings

REFREES REPORT

Those of you who have attended a Personal Hearing will know the Referee
is asked “Do you wish to change anything in your report?” The expected
answer is “no”.

The reason for this is that the content of your report dictates exactly what
the individual is charged with and changing the report only slightly may
also change the charge that is appropriate.

For instance a report including “The number nine shouted out you're a
f****g idiot referee” will raise a different charge to “The number nine
shouted out you're a f******g jdiot”, if it is not clear that the words were
directed towards the Referee.

If you do wish to amend your report in anyway this should be done

in writing and well in advance of the Personal Hearing being
convened to Ashley Slaughter, General Manager. This will allow for the
correct paperwork to be issued to the person charged.

OBSERVERS

If you wish to be accompanied at a Personal Hearing, you are welcome to bring an observer with
you. This can be a friend and/or colleague, your local Referees’ Society will also provide this support
if required.

Note: Although providing moral support for you they will not be permitted to say anything at all during
the proceedings. The name of the observer must be received by the General Manager in advance of
the Personal Hearing.

CLOSED DATES

In recent months a number of Referees have failed to attend Personal Hearings, some with valid
reasons and some without. Obviously from The SCFA perspective this is not acceptable and has to
be addressed.

What is The SCFA doing to alleviate this?

The Referees’ Department will now use ‘all’ of your ‘Closed Dates’ not only for ‘Matches’ but also
‘Personal Hearings’.

The SCFA will only arrange Personal Hearings on your open dates.
How can you help?

Ensure you close all dates with the Referees’ Central Appointments Officer as
soon as you know them. Birthdays and anniversaries are usually the same date
" each year!

S Do not close dates just to avoid Personal Hearings — This is an unacceptable
practise that a few employ.

Where we go from here...

If you have not closed the date of the Personal Hearing, you will be expected to attend as part of your
refereeing duties.

Failure to attend may result in action being taken against you by a Sub Committee of The Referees’
Committee.



Fit 2 Ref?

If it is important to remain fit, it is vital to remain healthy. Of course the two go hand in hand. You're
not healthy, so you don’t exercise you become unfit. It's a vicious circle.

But being fit is no guarantee of health. Six years ago a really close friend of mine, Mick Polli, died of a
massive heart attack at the age of 46. He died with his football boots on doing what he loved most.
He was probably the fittest guy | ever met and could run half marathons for fun.

There have been others, people who have played a big part of my life that fell to similar fates, well
before their time and sadly there will probably be more to come.

| read a statistic recently that claimed 60% of all strokes and 40% of all heart attacks are caused by
high blood pressure. But as high blood pressure is symptom less, most suffers have no idea that they
have the condition.

| really want to get across the message for everyone to get checked. =

| decided | needed re-enforcements to get across my message. | am therefore very
grateful to the help of Sussex FA doctor, Doctor Gordon. He very kindly came along
to the Sussex FA referee fithess tests and really hammered home the message.

Doctor Gordon urged everyone to make an appointment and see their GP.

He reminded everyone that “doctors are paid more if you turn up every now
and again to see them, and as doctors need more money, please support
them” he told everyone.

He asked us to consider CUB.

That is, Cholesterol, Urine, Blood. All can be checked by the practice nurse and the most common
underlying problems would be identified, such as sugar in urine, high blood pressure and your level of
cholesterol.

He asked everyone if they knew their body mass index or BMI. Healthy = less than 25. It is easy to
work it out — you can check out yours by visiting:

www.nhs.uk/livewell

As well as doctors making money, don'’t forget the drug companies who in this economic downturn
need our business. They have over many years created drugs to combat major ilinesses, if only they
are administered before it is too late. They don’t look for cures, just tablets to keep you alive, the
more tablets you take the greater their profit — sorted.

Over recent weeks we have seen the tragic case of John Hartson, who found a testicular lump over
two years ago. Mr Hartson didn’'t go to the doctor until he was suffering blinding headaches. The
cancer by that time had spread through is body to his brain and is now almost certainly terminal.

Please don't die of ignorance. Get checked, visit your GP.

John Flynn
Sussex FA Referee's Fitness Coach
Telephone: 01293 88414 Email: john.pauline.flynn@googlemail.com




Laws of the Game: Amendments 2009-10

Law 1 — The Field of Play

Present Text:

Matches may be played on natural or artificial surfaces, according to the rules of the competition.

The colour of artificial surfaces must be green.

Where artificial surfaces are used in either competition matches between representative teams of member
associations affiliated to FIFA or international club competition matches, the surface must meet the
requirements of the or the International Artificial Turf Standard,
unless special dispensation is given by FIFA.

Approved Text:

Matches may be played on natural or artificial surfaces, according to the rules of the competition.

The colour of artificial surfaces must be green.

Where artificial surfaces are used in either competition matches between representative teams of member
associations affiliated to FIFA or international club competition matches, the surface must meet the
requirements of the or the International Artificial Turf Standard,
unless special dispensation is given by FIFA.

Law 11 — Offside — Interpretation of the Laws ofth e Game

Present Text:

When an offside offence occurs, the referee awards an indirect free kick to be taken from the position of the
offending player when the ball was last played to him by one of his team mates.

If a defending player steps behind his own goal line in order to place an opponent in an offside position, the
referee must allow play to continue and caution the defender for deliberately leaving the field of play without
the referee’s permission when the ball is next out of play.

Approved Text:
When an offside offence occurs, the referee awards an indirect free kick to be taken from the position of the
offending player when the ball was last played to him by one of his team mates.

Procedures to determine the Winner of a Match or Ho me-and-Away

Present Text:

If at the end of the match and before the kicks start to be taken from the penalty mark, one team has a greater
number of players than their opponents, they must reduce their numbers to equate with that of their opponents
and the team captain must inform the referee of the name and number of each player excluded.

Approved Text:

If at the end of the match and before the kicks start to be taken from the penalty mark, one team has a greater
number of players than their opponents, they must reduce their numbers to equate with that of their opponents
and the team captain must inform the referee of the name and number of each player excluded.

"o "

The Technical Area

Present Text:
Only one person at a time is authorised to convey tactical instructions

The coach and other officials must remain within the confines of the technical area except in special
circumstances, for example, a physiotherapist or doctor entering the field of play, with the referee’s
permission, to assess an injured player.

The coach and other occupants of the technical area must behave in a responsible manner.

Approved Text:

Only one person at a time is authorised to convey tactical instructions

The coach and other officials must remain within the confines of the technical area except in special
circumstances, for example, a physiotherapist or doctor entering the field of play, with the referee’s
permission, to assess an injured player.

The coach and other occupants of the technical area must behave in a responsible manner.



Who Is the new
Referees’ Central Appointments Officer?

On the 1% August 2009, Ray Welch was employed by the SCFA as the Referees’ Central
Appointments Officer, nothing new there you maybe thinking? However, there have been a number
of changes relating to the role; it combines three roles, Central Appointments Officer, Adult Referees
County Cup Appointment Secretary and Youth Referees County Cup Appointment Secretary.

| can not let this moment pass without thanking Paul Barratt for all the time and effort he put in to the
Youth role. Paul has been quick to fill this void and has already been elected as a SCFA Council
Member, Paul may | on behalf of Sussex Referees wish you all the best with your work in this role.

Ray now holds a pivotal position in the successful running of the Referees’ Department; he will
allocate each of you to leagues every month and appoint you to specific matches such as SCFA Cup
matches. However, Ray can only be as good as the information he holds, therefore it is imperative
that you send him all of your closed dates as soon as you know them. If you notify Ray by email he
will acknowledge it, so if no acknowledgement Ray has not received your email.

Although closed date cards were sent out with your Registration Cards, Ray prefers to receive closed
dates by email at centralappointments@ntlworld.com
If you require further closed date cards please let him know and you will be sent some.

To help the leagues with their appointing and to avoid the Referee merry-go-round, each week Ray
will hold a few Referees as spare. The reason for this is to minimise the need to remove Referees
from Local League appointments to cover County Cup or Senior League ones. A few days before the
weekend Ray will release any Referees still spare to the Local Leagues, under the proviso that in
emergencies those are the Referees that he will take back. So if you do not appear to have a match
on a particular day you are likely to be on the spare list and will receive a match in due course. If you
have not received an appointment by Thursday, do not arrange to go shopping check with Ray where
you can be used.

Note: All of Ray’s contact details will remain the same for the time being.

Sussex County Football Association

Culver Road, Lancing, West Sussex. BN15 9AX
Telephone: 01903 753547
Fax: 01903 761608

Office hours - Monday to Friday - 9.00am to 5.00pm
Email: Referees@SussexFA.com
Website: www.SussexFA.com

REFEREES' COMMITTEE

MESSRS: P Barratt, B Brigden, R Cheshire, P Hartma n, D Holford, A Kybett, P Lindsey, S Mepham,
E Potter, M Potter and D Rogers,

CO-OPTED: R Cragg, F Davis, P Forsdick, A Goddard, D King,
P Saunders and R Welch

CHAIRMAN: W Elvin DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: J Ades




DIARY DATES 2009 - 10

REFEREE IN — SERVICE TRAINING (IST) MEETINGS
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Please Note: Prior to each event individual invitat

ions will be sent to those concerned
approximately one month before the event.

Referee Courses

Rye- Start Date: Tuesday 1* September 2009 7:30pm — 9:30pm

Location: The Memorial Care Centre, Peasmarsh Road, Rye, TN31 7UD
Crawley- Start Date: Wednesday 9" September 2009 7:30pm — 9:30pm

Location: The Pavilion, 3G Pitch, adjacent to the Broadfield Stadium
Brighton- Start Date: Thursday 10" September 2009 7:15pm — 9:45pm

Location: Portslade Town Hall, Victoria Road, Portslade, BN41 1YF
Crowborough- Start Date: Monday 28" September 2009 7:30pm — 9:30pm

Bognor Regis-

For more information,

Location: Crowborough Social Club, Ravenscroft, Croft Road

Start Date: Monday 2" November 2009 7:30pm — 9:30pm
Location: Arena Sports Centre, Westloats Lane, Bognor, PO21 5JD

fees and how to apply for one of the above course please visit: www.SussexFA.com.

Or call the Sussex County FA Office on: 01903 753547 and ask for the Referees’ Department.



